: TME Stimulation enriches for the CD44+/β1+ sub-population in MCF-7 and T47D breast tumor cells. The figure sums up the proportions of cells obtained following TME Stimulation in n ≥ 3 independent experimental repeats. The corresponding dot plots were presented in our published manuscripts [40, 41] and their summary is provided herein for the sake of clarity. (A) MCF-7 cells. (B) T47D cells. *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01 for the difference between TMEstimulated and non-stimulated cells.
low/-sub-population in TMEstimulated cells. The figure demonstrates a representative experiment of n = 3, whose summary is presented in Figure 3B . In brief, following exposure to TME Stimulation and doxorubicin, the proportions of CD44+/CD24 low/ cells were determined by FACS analyses. (A) Non-stimulated cells, not exposed (A1) or exposed (A2) to doxorubicin. (B) TME-stimulated cells, not exposed (B1) or exposed (B2) to doxorubicin. Figure 4B . MCF-7 cells were infected by a shControl plasmid (used as control in Figure 4 ), in nonstimulated (A) and in TME-stimulated cells (B) (In part B, two representative photos of the TME-stimulated cells are demonstrated). Cell morphology was determined by light microscopy. Black arrows: Cells that formed protrusions; White arrows: Cells that had an extensive spreading phenotype. Bar = 50 µm. The results are from a representative experiment of n > 3, showing similar results. Figure S6 : CD44 knock-down reduces the proportions of the TME-enriched CD44+/β1+ and CD44+/CD24-sub-populations. (A, B) The panels demonstrate a representative experiment of n = 3, whose summary is presented in Figure 5A . In brief, following CD44 knock-down, TME Stimulation was performed and the proportions of CD44+/β1+ and of CD44+/CD24-cells were determined (Please see comment in the legend of Figure 5 Figure 5B . The data are expressed as a fold change in score (Mean fluorescence intensity X % Positive cells). Please note that in those cases in which there was a change in marker expression (β1 and CD24 expression upon CD44 down-regulation in non-stimulated cells), all repeats demonstrated the same trend but to differing extents. Therefore, despite the similar trend of the results, they were not statistically significant.
Supplementary Figure S5: Light microscopy photos of MCF-7 cells -Complementing the confocal microscopy images demonstrated in
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